Residency Application & Match At A Glance
START HERE
If you want to apply to
programs that use only
the regular match
process, register with
ERAS and NRMP.

OR

If you want to apply to early
match programs, register
with the SF match and NRMP.
Those specialties are 1) Child
Neurology, 2) Neurotology,
3) Plastic Surgery, and 4)
Ophthalmology.

SAN FRANCISCO (EARLY) MATCH
All applications in the SF match are for PGY-2 positions.
There are two possibilities for how your chosen specialty
will address your PGY1 year:
Some specialties require that you find your own PGY1
year. This means that you will have to find either a
prelim or transitional year through ERAS making sure
that it meets the requirements of your training program.
You will then use NRMP to rank these programs in order
to determine where you will go for your PGY-1 year.
OR

ERAS
ERAS provides the
mechanism by which you
will send your residency
application documents to
residency programs.
You will need the token
sent to you by the Dean
of Student Affairs in
order to register.

NRMP
NRMP conducts the actual
match for all PGY-1
positions. It is a separate
organization from ERAS and
so you must register for it
separately.

Some specialties “include” the PGY-1 year as part of
your PGY-2 specialty match. Although you won’t have to
complete a separate application via ERAS, you must
enter your PGY-1 year on your Rank Order List in NRMP.

SPECIAL NOTE
If you are applying for a residency such as Diagnostic Radiology,
Anesthesiology, Dermatology or Radiation Oncology that may not
begin the specialty training until PGY-2 year, you will need to
understand the difference between Categorical or Advanced Standing
programs. For each program to which you apply you must determine
which type of program it is.
Categorical programs are those where you complete your entire
training within a single residency program. Advanced Standing
programs are those where you are matching at the PGY-2 level
meaning that you will have to find either a prelim or transitional year
through ERAS making sure that it meets the requirements of your
training program and enter your Rank Order List for the PGY-1 year.
If this situation applies to you, you should consider meeting with Dr.
Cheever in early February prior to entering your rank order list to
ensure that you enter your primary and secondary rank order lists
correctly.

